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UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE JOHN GRADY 

RETIRES AFTER 39 YEARS OF SERVICE 
 

 CHICAGO – Today, Chief Judge Ruben Castillo announced that United States 
District Judge John F. Grady will leave the bench.  After 39 years of service to the 
Northern District of Illinois, Judge Grady informed the Court that January 30, 2015 will 
be his last date of service as a United States District Court Judge in the Northern District 
of Illinois.  Judge Grady was first appointed to the bench on November 21, 1975 by then-
President Gerald R. Ford.  He was the Chief Judge of the Northern District of Illinois 
from July 1, 1986 to June 30, 1990.    
  
 Chief Judge Castillo stated, “Judge Grady served this District with distinction for 
39 years.  He led this Court as Chief Judge and continued to quietly lead his colleagues 
by his strong service as a trial judge after his tenure as Chief Judge.”  Castillo continued, 
“Judge Grady’s reputation amongst the bar is that he is an exceptional judge.   On behalf 
of all of the judges of the Northern District of Illinois, I want to thank Judge Grady for 
his contributions to the Court.  The citizens of the Northern District of Illinois have 
benefited from Judge Grady’s strong work ethic and devotion.” 
 
 Judge Grady graduated from Northwestern University with his bachelor’s degree 
in 1952 and graduated from Northwestern Law with his Juris Doctor degree in 1954.  
Prior to his appointment as a United States District Court Judge in 1975, he served as 
Chief of the Criminal Division in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of 
Illinois from 1956 - 1961, and was in private practice from 1954 - 1956 and again from   
1961 - 1975. 

 


